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Flexible, made-to-measure and even economical! 
TELEX/RTS intercom matrix in the newly refurbished 
State Theatre of Mecklenburg in Schwerin 
 

 After undergoing extensive renovation, the State Theatre of Mecklenburg 
reopened in November 2009 

 The new stage management system satisfies every conceivable requirement 
 Forming the nerve centre of the modular system is a Cronus intercom matrix 

from TELEX/RTS linked to a variety of RTS keypanels 
 The planning and realisation of the system were the responsibility of 

TELEX/RTS partner Amptown System Company (ASC) 
 
Straubing, January 2010 The State Theatre of Mecklenburg in Schwerin is one 
of the finest theatres in Germany. Since 1836, it has provided a stage for drama, 
ballet, opera, orchestral performances and even puppet shows. After closing in 
May 2009 to permit an extensive programme of refurbishment to go ahead, the 
theatre reopened its doors at the beginning of November. 
 
The first performances in the newly renovated theatre, the premiere of Yasmina 
Reza’s play Der Gott des Gemetzels and a concert by the Mecklenburg State 
Orchestra, on the 7th and 8th November respectively, were also the first under the 
aegis of the new stage management system. Designed and installed by the 
Hamburg-based system integrator Amptown System Company (ASC), the new 
system from TELEX/RTS satisfies the complex and diverse requirements of the 
Schwerin theatre. The nerve centre of the stage manager’s station is now a 
Cronus intercom matrix from RTS. 
 
Erhardt Petrich, the State Theatre of Mecklenburg’s Production Engineer, had 
very clear ideas about what he wanted from the new system. “The specification 
we prepared stipulated that the stage management system should be flexible, 
expandable and tailored to the requirements of the new understage machinery.” 
The latter integrates infrared cameras, for example, that allow the stage manager 
to discern, even in the dark, whether an elevator podium is occupied by an actor 
or can safely be lowered.” The stage management system covers not only the 
stage in the main theatre but also all backstage areas,” says Petrich; these 
include places like the canteen, shops and trap room as well as the green room, 
dressing rooms and wings. 
 

 
 



 

Stefan Thomsen, ASC’s Project Manager, was responsible for the installation of 
the stage management console. “The new SM console is the nerve centre of the 
main theatre. The control devices are located centrally in a 19” cabinet in the 
cellar. We’ve positioned the TELEX/RTS intercom stations linked to the system at 
strategic locations within the theatre.” These allow the stage manager to 
communicate directly with stagehands and performers wherever they may be 
backstage. 
 
The Cronus intercom matrix is the central control element for verbal 
communication. It establishes command channels, controls the public address 
system, allows for the introduction of monitor signals and activates a miscellany of 
other functions. With the help of the connected keypanels (RTS KP-12 and EKP-
20) not only can messages be relayed over the theatre’s existing 100 volt system 
but special communication channels can be established to meet the needs of 
each production. 
 
In the State Theatre of Mecklenburg in Schwerin, RTS intercom technology has 
once again demonstrated its flexibility and wide compatibility, which enables here 
the state-of-the-art new RTS equipment to network effortlessly with the ageing 
100-volt system already in place. 
 
Peter Meißner, the State Theatre of Mecklenburg’s Technical Director, had been 
looking for a flexible, made-to-measure and moreover affordable solution; all it 
took was a visit to the Deutsche Schauspielhaus (German Playhouse) in 
Hamburg to convince him of ASC’s credentials and the case for a solution from 
RTS. “In Hamburg, ASC had designed an integrated system that was easy to 
operate. I wanted just such a system tailored to the requirements of our theatre – 
and now we have one!” 
 
The Schwerin installation (extract) 
Intercom matrix: RTS Cronus 16 x 16 
19“ 1U keypanels: 1 x RTS KP-12PB + 2 x EKP-20LK, 2 x RTS KP-12LK 
Desktop keypanels: 1 x RTS DKP-8PB, 4 x RTS BKP-4 
 
About the State Theatre of Mecklenburg in Schwerin 
The State Theatre of Mecklenburg, Schwerin, provides the state of Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern not only with its cultural centre but also with a powerful magnet for 
tourists from neighbouring states. With something like 200,000 seats sold per 
year, it is also one Germany’s best-attended theatrical venues. Aside from the 
Main Theatre (or Großes Haus), which seats 545, performances can be staged in 
the Concert Foyer with its 220 seats and the 100-seater E-Werk. Under General 
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Manager Joachim Krümnitz, the State Theatre has offered a diverse programme 
of plays, operas ballets, ‘low German theatre’ and puppet shows of a consistently 
high quality. 
 
About Amptown System Company GmbH 
The Amptown System Company (ASC) forms part of the Amptown Group, which 
has been established since the 70s as a specialist in sound. Within the group, 
ASC has focussed successfully on the creation of integrated audio, video and 
media solutions. Numbered among the company’s references are major musical 
productions such as Cats, and Phantom of the Opera, famous theatres such as 
the Deutsche Schauspielhaus in Hamburg and Friedrichstadtpalast, the AIDA 
cruiser fleet, the Olympic Games and corporations such as Siemens and 
Bertelsmann. 
 
snapshot, gm, 21st January 2010 
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The Amptown System Company equipped the stage manager’s station with a 
Cronus matrix and keypanels from RTS (Photos: ASC) 
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Restored to its full splendour: the historic State Theatre of Mecklenburg in 
Schwerin post refurbishment (Photo: Silke Winkler) 
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One of Germany’s most magnificent theatrical venues: the State Theatre of 
Mecklenburg in Schwerin (Photo: Silke Winkler) 
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The attached photo(s) may only be reproduced in conjunction with this press 
release. Permission in writing must first be obtained from Bosch Communications 
Systems before any further use is made of the photographic material. 
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Gunther Matejka 
snapshot Redaktionsbüro 
Herterichstrasse 89 
81477 Munich, Germany 
Tel.:+49 (0) 89/75 50 56 8-0 
Fax:+49 (0) 89/75 50 58 8-29 
presse@snapshot-redaktionsbuero.de 
 
 
Bosch Communications Systems 
Helmut Seidl 
Public Relations 
Marketing Communications EMEA 
EVI Audio GmbH, ST/SEC-MKT       
Sachsenring 60 
94315 Straubing, Germany 
Tel: +49 9421 706-447 
Fax: +49 89 6290-285596  
Helmut.Seidl@de.bosch.com 
 
 
 
The Bosch Group is a leading global supplier of technology and services. In the areas of 
automotive and industrial technology, consumer goods, and building technology, some 
271,000 associates generated sales of 46.3 billion euros in fiscal 2007. The Bosch Group 
comprises Robert Bosch GmbH and its more than 300 subsidiaries and regional companies in 
roughly 50 countries. This worldwide development, manufacturing, and sales network is the 
foundation for further growth. Each year, Bosch spends more than 3 billion euros for research 
and development, and applies for over 3,000 patents worldwide. The company was set up in 
Stuttgart in 1886 by Robert Bosch (1861-1942) as “Workshop for Precision Mechanics and 
Electrical Engineering.”  
 
The special ownership structure of Robert Bosch GmbH guarantees the entrepreneurial 
freedom of the Bosch Group, making it possible for the company to plan over the long term and 
to undertake significant up-front investments in the safeguarding of its future. Ninety-two 
percent of the share capital of Robert Bosch GmbH is held by Robert Bosch Stiftung GmbH, a 
charitable foundation. The majority of voting rights are held by Robert Bosch 
Industrietreuhand KG, an industrial trust. The entrepreneurial ownership functions are carried 
out by the trust. The remaining shares are held by the Bosch family and by Robert 
Bosch GmbH. 
 
Additional information can be accessed at www.bosch.com 
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